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Dear beloved in Christ,

Wishing you a very happy New Year in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
who strengthens us.

Let us thank the Lord who has led us throughout last year and helped us to see
2021. Let us enter this year by committing ourselves to new plans and new
decisions so that the new year is blessed.

And the LORD looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and thou
shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites: have not | sent thee?
Judges 6:14

Gideon means 'Great warrior' or 'one who cuts down'.

He is a good worker. He tried to save the crops from the Midianites. He
thought about the pity state of his people more than thinking about himself. He had
God's calling to do God's work. The Lord knows if a person who cares for the
wheat will have concern for His barn. Gideon was so humble during his period.
When the Lord asked Gideon to go with the strength he had, he humbled himself
and admitted he was weak. Though he asked for signs, he surrendered to God's
word and went. And this led to a great victory. Let us who have entered this new
year, meditate upon the word of God and learn what Gideon did and what must be
followed from Gideon's life.

1. Midianites:

Midianites are the descendants of Keturah, wife of Abraham (Genesis 25: 1-
4). Abraham sent them to the land of the east, away from his son Isaac (Genesis 25:
1-6). We see that, Joseph was sold to these Midianite merchants (Genesis 37: 23-
28). The Lord allowed Midianites, Amalekites, and other people of the east to come
up and invade Israelites for 7 years (Judges 6: 1-3).

Whenever the Israelites planted their crops, the Midianites, Amalekites, and
other people of the east came up and invaded them, destroying the produce of the
land like a great swarm of locusts. They left Israel with no sustenance, neither sheep
nor oxen nor donkeys. So, the Israelites were afraid of Midianites. They hid
themselves and stayed in mountains and caves.

Gideon had received God's call and so had to fight the Midianites now. Before
that, to sanctify himself he started the cleansing from his own house. He tore down
his father's altar to Baal and cut down the Asherah pole beside it (Judges 6:28-32).




In the same way, we must remove the unwanted things from our lives. Midianites,
Amalekites and the people of the east came for battle in Jezreel valley. This valley
was able to feed one lakh people throughout the year. They had come for battle to
destroy this place. Through the Holy Spirit Gideon was filled with power, trumpets
were blown to call the men of Abiezer, men of Manasseh, the men of Asher,
Zebulun and Naphtali.

2. Gideon asks for Sign from God (Judges 6:40)

Gideon asked God that he will place a fleece of wool on the threshing floor,
there must be dew only on the fleece and all the ground must be dry and the next
day the dew should be on the ground and fleece must be dry. Here, the fleece refers
to our righteousness and the dew refers to God's word.

3. God shows the secret (Judges 7:1-7)

Gideon and all the men with him camped beside the spring of Harod. Harod
means 'trembling with fear'. None of the flesh can be proud in the presence of God.
God commanded Gideon to shrink the army from 32, 300 to 300 people

It reveals 4 important truths.

a) A smaller group that has surrendered to God's will can do great deeds. Not
by might nor by power, but by God's Spirit (Zechariah 4:6)




b) God desires us to be vigilant in spirit and yield ourselves to His work.
Large number of people are not needed. (Revelation 3:4,5)

c) The strength and encouragement needed to face the challenges in our life is
provided only by our God. (Phillipians 4:13)

d) The pride from our success is always a hurdle to receive God's power and
help. (Revelation 6:13,15)

God told Gideon to get up and go with his servant Purah into the camp of the
enemies for he had given them into Gideon's hands and not to be afraid. Purah
means 'branch’. The enemies had settled down thick as locusts.

4. Gideon's battle march and the victory (Judges 7:16-21)

Gideon divided the three hundred men into three companies and placed
trumpets and empty jars in the hands of all of them, with torches inside. With 300
men, 300 trumpets, 300 torches, 300 jars Gideon had to defeat 1,35,000 men. They
did not have any other weapon. Gideon and the hundred men with him at the
beginning of the middle watch, blew their horns and broke the jars that were in their
hands. “A sword for the LORD and for Gideon!” they shouted.

The truth that we learn from the above described incident: As it is said in 2
Corinthians 4:6,7 The glory of God was filled in jars of clay. Jars of clay refers to
flesh. Our flesh has to be crucified on the cross (Romans 7:23). Sorrow, anger,
frustration, unforgiving heart, materialism, gathering more assets, lust, love towards
earthly positions of authority and money, pride must be crucified on the cross. Then
the light of our Lord will shine in our lives. The Lord saw the faith of Gideon and
rewarded him. The reason for the victory of this battle was that God was with him.
He took the elders of the town and taught the men of Sukkoth a lesson by punishing
them with desert thorns and briers. He also pulled down the tower of Peniel and
killed the men of the town. Lastly Gideon killed 2 Midianite leaders named Zebah
and Zalmunna. The Israelites were victorious!

Dear beloved, as we are in this new year, let us surrender ourselves
completely to the Lord like Gideon. Let us submit ourselves to walk according to
God's word. Let us enter this new year like the broken jars and be a lighted torch.
Let the Lord bless us! Amen!
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| will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you
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fromallyouridols | will cleanse you.
-Ezekiel 36:25

// Unity for Justice ;

Offer right sacrifices, and put your trust in
the LORD. -Psalm4:5

Sabbath (Pay m

Not neglecting to meet together, as is the
habit of some, but encouragingone another.
-Hebrews 10:25(a)
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A) spfi(h aunj&Hmasaflev allenL weflssea|ld

1.

10.

11.

12.

@Cwa& &mMervgialler aubgeugeommmled @L bCLMMIeTaT GILIGTIS6r
WAmreuy?
Who are the women in the genealogy of Jesus Christ?

W CHWMaNe gCrmhlett L L 5856 b STFTEOIIL G UIM]?
Who came to the throne of Herod in Judea and ruled?

QCwaaeit ET5HH (PG (PG6VIEL 6ThHG BT I1q.60 LNTEGESLOTUNMDHM)?
In which country was the fame of Jesus first spread?

SmiNemenensen QCUWIGAILLD Uy HeOL QFUIHES WITH?
Who forbade little children to come to Jesus?

Swiflerr CHUGMHT&HET LJGeLMHEL TLUCUTGID WIMen] SHHSHMMISH6IT?
Whom do the Syrian angels always see in heaven?

&CHWeNeL W6t LHMIUL 2 euend WHMID HHLDESENT 61586016012
How many parables and events about the fish in Matthew?

Hwmug ey QEMWTHE&ET Fal L &He0 MM 615FH606sT SMFluiLD
Q&aT(h&sLLL (heTerng)?
How many things are given to stand in the flock of sheep during judgement?

@Cwaeans aubgaurgeommmIeL eRefNbhH(HSGLD oy, Crmesilest LOMLO6OTTT GILILIY
6T60T601?

What is the name of Aaron's father-in-law hidden in the genealogy of

Jesus?

2 UNTHOGH(PSHEL Q6LEM6V 6T6TTN| FMHSEMEUTHENT WIT)?
Who are those who claim that there is no resurrection?

SL&H0BHGH CHTEIN CMHG UMIEHGL NISTEILILG 6187
Which shines from the east to the west?

ACws HmeuuNed SiemMWILILHD (LP6TT FaRfsEnld, QCUIGeyD LMmgul
SemL& uTL (b e1&I?

What was the last song that the disciples and Jesus sang before Jesus was

crucified?

Ngrallel §HH5mE CFWIHMeUTHmeT WMHEG QCUIs

UINGSm?
To whom does Jesus compare those who do the will of the Father?




B. &6001(h L1195 & LD (Find out)

a) 5+5=10+1=11
b) 2-1=1
c) 1+1+1=3.

BIRTHDAYS

9 Jan - Mrs. Kiruba Anesh H“’O °
12 Jan - Mr. Allwynraj Gnana Joseph nﬁ? )|
13 Jan - Mrs. Vijila Merlin Rose A BIR’TH J }y

o
»

28 Jan - Mrs. Deepa Bestlin
29 Jan - Mrs. Siron Mani. S

WEDDING DAYS

15 Jan - Mr. & Mrs. Giftson Das Wilson
26 Jan - Rev. Soundarapandian

LImnBg BTeT oMMILD S)I5LO6OIT [HIT(61585SBT60T 65 (&5558,5L0:

eTPLIL NT&TH; 2 65T ol eUHGHHI, HJHS(HEOL I LLEHMLD 2 63TGLOL 2 H&5HE)!.
FJETILIT 60 :1

Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee. Isaiah 60 :1
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