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GOD’S PROMISE FOR THIS MONTH 
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MESSAGE FOR THE MONTH                                                                     
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  

Greetings in the Name of our Lord and savior Jesus 

Christ who has guided us so gently till today, surely 

goodness and mercy have followed us all through. God has 

graciously brought us into another month; let's love Him 

more, praise Him more, and serve Him more! I prayerfully 

greet you that you may grow in all graces. This month God’s 

promise for us, 

The LORD is good, A stronghold in the day of 
trouble; And He knows those who trust in Him. 
(Nahum 1:7) 

Nineveh was a great city and the capitol of the Assyrian 
Empire. It was a wicked city and destined for destruction 
because of their sin. God said that He was going to bury 
them because they were so vile. A hundred years before 
Nahum prophesied the pending judgment Jonah was sent to 
the city with a warning from God that they had just 40 days 
until the judgment fell. At that time the people repented, 
and were spared the judgment. Now they have reverted 
again to their old ways and the judgment of God is about to 
come. The prophet has been declaring the fierceness of God's 
anger and the indignation, and fury that is to be poured out 
like fire. In the midst of the description of the judgment of 
God he declares. 
 
THE LORD IS GOOD. 

       There are often circumstances in our lives that 
would cause us to challenge that truth. We often experience 
painful situations that we cannot understand. We are 
asking, "If God is good, why did He allow this to happen to 
me." Why does God allow me to suffer? Look at Joseph. 
Cruelly mistreated by his brothers, sold as a slave to a 
caravan of people going to Egypt. Falsely accused and 
imprisoned. Spent two years in prison as butler forgot about 
him. Any one of these experiences could be a great challenge 
to faith, and the belief that God is good. Look at Job. Lost 
everything, possessions, family, health, and friends. "He 
knows that way that I take, and when He has tried me, I 

shall come out as gold." Look at Paul the Apostle. Beaten, 
stoned, imprisoned, shipwrecked, finally beheaded. "The 
present suffering is not worthy to be compared with the 
glory that shall be revealed." The light affliction which is 
but for a moment worked an exceeding eternal weight of 
glory." 
 

 THE LORD IS A STRONGHOLD IN THE DAY OF 
TROUBLE. 

      We are living in a world that is in rebellion against 
God. The result of that rebellion is manifested all around us 
in the lawlessness, and general breakdown of our society. 
The Lord is a stronghold. A hold is a fortress, so He is a 
strong fortress. In time of trouble the people would run to 
the fortress for safety. The fortress could withstand the 
attack. In Proverbs we read, "The name of the Lord is a 
strong tower, the righteous run into it and are safe." In 
looking at tho world, the only safe place has always been the 
Lord. 

 
THE LORD KNOWS THOSE WHO TRUST IN HIM  

The term "he know them" includes, 
His intimate acquaintance with their persons, conditions, 
etc. His tender care to supply all their necessities. His 
divine approval of them. To others he says, "l know you not" 
(Luke 13:25). His loving communion with them, which is the 
best proof that they are known to him, and are his beloved 
friends. His open acknowledgment: he owns them now, and 
will confess them before assembled worlds (Rev. 3:5). 
 
Let us believe in the goodness of the Lord even when we 
cannot discern it with the eye of sense. 
Let us fly to his protection when storms of trouble fall. 
Let us confide in his loving care when hunted by our 
enemies. 

May God Bless you all 
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STORY FOR THE MONTH  

10 Famous Christian Martyrs

4. Polycarp 
 

Polycarp - A Father of the Christian Church 
Polycarp is a celebrated figure in the history of 

Christianity. A direct pupil of the apostle John, Polycarp lived 
between 70 and 155 A.D., connecting him to both the biblical 
apostles and the age of the early church fathers. Several 
ancient sources document the contributions of Polycarp to 
Christianity, including his letters written to the church at 
Philippi, in which he encourages the members to remain 
strong in their faith and to flee from materialism. He also 
instructs the members in the proper 
handling of financial dishonesty that was 
creeping into the church. Polycarp 
served as the bishop of the church at 
Smyrna (modern day Izmir), and was 
recognized as one of the early 
combatants of Christian heresies. He 
rejected the teachings of Marcion, an 
influential heretic who tried to create a 
"new brand" of Christianity by 
redefining God and rejecting Old 
Testament teachings. In his well-known 
thesis, Polycarp combats Gnostic 
heresies that were beginning to spread 
throughout the Christian church.  
 
Polycarp - A Martyr for Truth 

Polycarp's greatest contribution to Christianity may 
be his martyred death. His martyrdom stands as one of the 
most well documented events of antiquity. The emperors of 
Rome had unleashed bitter attacks against the Christians 
during this period, and members of the early church recorded 
many of the persecutions and deaths. Polycarp was arrested on 
the charge of being a Christian -- a member of a politically 

dangerous cult whose rapid growth needed to be stopped. 
Amidst an angry mob, the Roman proconsul took pity on such 
a gentle old man and urged Polycarp to proclaim, "Caesar is 
Lord". If only Polycarp would make this declaration and offer 
a small pinch of incense to Caesar's statue he would escape 
torture and death. To this Polycarp responded, "Eighty-six 
years I have served Christ, and He never did me any wrong. 
How can I blaspheme my King who saved me?" Steadfast in 
his stand for Christ, Polycarp refused to compromise his 
beliefs, and thus, was burned alive at the stake.  
 
Polycarp - A Relevant Testimony for our Lives 

Polycarp's martyrdom is historical reality. He died for 
one reason - his unyielding faith in the Lord, Jesus Christ. Yet 
Polycarp's well-recorded death is only one of many lives that 
were given to reveal and proclaim the truth of Jesus Christ. In 
light of the cruel and torturous deaths of the first and second 
generation Christians, all theories that Christianity is a 
fabricated myth, created for the personal gain of its followers, 
must be rejected. Even today, many will die for a belief, but 
none will die for a lie. God allows the deaths of His saints not 
because He is a helpless or indifferent Lord, but because their 
deaths are powerful declarations of the free gift of life that is 
offered to us through the Person of Jesus Christ. If you have 
any doubts about the truth of Christ as revealed in the Bible, 
reexamine the biblical text in light of the willful deaths of 
nearly all of its writers, men who were eyewitnesses to 
Christ's life and ministry. Polycarp, like many other Christians 
to this day, was only able to die for Christ because he lived for 
Christ. His life was radically transformed by the work of the 
Holy Spirit -- the desires, worries, pains and fears of this 
world no longer bound him. Polycarp's life and death provides 
an inspirational example for all Christians. He gave his earthly 
life for Christ, and in the midst of his sacrifice, he gained 
eternal life.  

BIRTH OF A SONG 
(Ring the Bells of Heaven)  

 

 William Orcott Cushing was born in Hingham, 
Massachusetts, in 1823. After many successful years in the 
pastorate, he lost his power of speech. In this time of despair, he 
prayed, “Lord, give me something to do for Thee.” 
       His prayer was answered, and it seemed as though God gave 
him the unusual gift of writing the catchy, Sunday School type of 
songs. He worked closely with such gospel musicians as Ira Sankey, 
Robert Lowry, George F. Root and others. 
 
       Originally the melody was written for a secular song. 
 
       Later, when Cushing heard the melody, he wrote— 
 

       “The melody ran in my head all day long, chiming and flowing 
in its sweet musical cadence. I wished greatly that I might secure 
this tune for use in the Sunday School and for other Christian 
purposes. 
       “Later when I heard of some sinner that had returned, it 
seemed like such a glad day with the very bells of heaven ringing in 
my soul. Then the words, ‘Ring the Bells Of Heaven,’ at once flowed 
down into this waiting melody.” 
 
       Mr. Cushing is also the author of “Hiding In Thee,” “When He 
Cometh,” as well as such other favorites as “Under His Wings,” and 
“Down In the Valley With My Savior I Would Go.” 
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