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GOD’S PROMISE FOR THIS MONTH 
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STORY FOR THE MONTH  

                                       Amy W. Carmichael (1867-1951).  Irish missionary to India

 Every night before she went to bed, little Amy Carmichael prayed ardently and enthusiastically for 
God to turn her brown eyes blue as she slept. Like many brown-eyed Irish girls in the 19th century, she 
adored the typical image of feminine Irish beauty that included blue eyes and white skin. So, she prayed 
fervently--prayed with a hope that it seems only children can muster--for God to change the part of her that 
seemed to be designed wrong. She desperately hoped for God's intervention--but it never came. Amy had 
brown eyes from the day she was born to the day she died. Regardless of how much she begged, God was not 
moved to effect a change in the design of Amy. However, Amy's faith was not weakened or lessened by 
God's refusal. Amy still trusted God even if she didn't receive everything she wanted. 

As she grew older, she began teaching a Sunday morning class at a local church for a group of women who were 
in need of spiritual direction and guidance. This class eventually became a congregation called the Welcome Evangelical 
Church in Belfast, Ireland. She helped lead in and prepare for worship and people began to seek her out more and more 
frequently with the hope that her dependable and seemingly unrelenting faith might prove contagious. She continued there 
until she had the opportunity to hear Hudson Taylor preach about mission work in China. Though she suffered from 

various nerve conditions that ill fitted her for international mission work, she answered the call all the 
same. 

After some preparatory time in Japan, she moved to southernmost India to serve as a Christian 
missionary among the people of the country. The missionaries she worked with did everything they 
could to fit into the culture of which they were becoming a part. Amy reflected once that she now 
understood why she had brown eyes--a blue-eyed missionary would have been an oddity that never 
could have truly fit in with the people--and was thankful that God had persisted in God's intricate and 
elegant design instead of catering to the wishes of a girl who had not yet met her calling. She even 
darkened her skin with coffee to further aid in her integration and assimilation into Indian culture. She 
did all of this, largely, for the children she ministered to in India. 

It was not uncommon in India at the time for young girls to be given to the local Hindu temple. This saved the 
family of the girl money because they did not have to take care of the young one who was considered a drain on finances--
unlike a son--and made money for the priests who often sold the young girls as prostitutes to help cover the expenses of 
the girl and the priest who controlled her. Amy couldn't bear to let this happen and so she devoted herself to rescuing these 
young girls and housing them in whatever way she could. Soon, she had founded the Dohnavur Fellowship and provided a 
safe haven for over one thousand children who might otherwise die or be forced into prostitution and/or slavery. Given 
her devotion to pursuing and rescuing the abandoned children of India, it was no surprise that Amy insisted: "One can 
give without loving, but one cannot love without giving."Amy gave much and loved much because she had been 
intricately and elegantly designed to share God's love with people who needed it desperately. 

Amy died in 1951 due in part to complications from an earlier injury obtained in her pursuit of ministry. In 
accordance with her wishes, she was buried in India near the Dohnavur Fellowship without a gravestone.The children she 
had loved and cared for in India had to do something for the woman they loved and remembered. They put up a fountain 
for birds over her grave and inscribed the hindi word"Amma" upon it. This word perfectly condensed God's intricate 
design into one word: "mother." 
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BIRTH OF A SONG 
(Composer Augustus Toplady Writes Rock of Ages)  

  

 Augustus Toplady was born in England in 1740. His father was a Royal Marine and died on duty 
soon after his son’s birth, leaving the boy to be raised by his mother. Toplady had an interest in religion 
during his younger years, and showed this in spiritual journals and moralistic behavior. However, it wasn’t 
until his fifteenth year, while attending a Methodist revival in an Irish barn, that he felt “brought nigh to 
God.” It was at this point that he determined to go into ministry.  
 
 Having been converted under Methodism, Toplady initially aimed to become a Methodist minister. 
This changed, however, when he began to consider more closely the distinctions between Arminianism and Calvinism. 
The Methodist movement was decidedly Arminian, and Toplady, as an offspring of that movement, initially adopted that 
understanding. But, as Louis Benson writes, after he studied the 39 Articles of the Church of England, he became 
convinced of the Calvinistic perspective and thus became a minister in the Church of England. 
 
The issue of Calvinism versus Arminianism was a hot topic in the church in those days, and for the remainder of his life 
Toplady would write and debate on the subject, arguing at length (and at times viciously) for the doctrine of election. 
Unfortunately, towards the end of his short life, the debate grew increasingly ugly, resulting in a major and public rift 
between him and John Wesley that would never find resolution. 
 
 Toplady died in 1778 (aged 38) from tuberculosis. He never married, his life and ministry were short, and he 
certainly had his share of flaws. But God was pleased to use him to write a hymn that would so powerfully communicate 
the gospel and encourage the saints that his name and story have been preserved to this day. 
 
The Hymn  
 Toplady wrote a number of hymns in his life, but “Rock of Ages” is by far his most famous. When Benson 
wrote about it in 1923, he claimed it “is to-day in more church hymnals than is any other English hymn.” Not only is it 
well known among churchgoers, but it is also recognizable in popular culture. A 2006 Broadway musical about rock ‘n 
roll (and a corresponding Hollywood film in 2012) adopted the name “Rock of Ages.” 
 
 As for the hymn, the first stanza appeared in public in 1775 in a periodical called The Gospel Magazine (a 
periodical which, incredibly, is still in print!). The full version of the hymn was printed the following year in Toplady’s 
book Psalms and Hymns for Public and Private Worship. 
 
 There is a common story of the hymn being inspired by (and even written from within) a rock cleft that Toplady 
once took refuge in during a storm. The particular rock is in Burrington Combe gorge in North Somerset, England, and it 
has a plaque on it with this claim to fame. However, the story is probably apocryphal. 
 
 As Benson persuasively argues, Toplady was most likely inspired to write the hymn after reading the preface of 
John and Charles Wesleys’ Hymns on the Lord’s Supper (1745) which contains a prayer voicing many of the themes and 
words that are also found in the hymn. This is ironic, given the poor condition of Toplady’s relationship with John Wesley; 
but one can perhaps see the hand of God in it. 
 
 Regardless of where and how Toplady got his inspiration, the hymn is a blessing. For generations it has 
remained a solid testimony to the powerful sacrifice of our Savior and a great encouragement to saints around the world. 
May God continue its influence, and grant us many more songs with such enduring legacies. 

 



DIOCESE OF TIRUNELVELI 

BETHESDA C.S.I. TAMIL CHURCH 
PUNE 

 

www.csitamilchurchpune.org 

contactus@csitamilchurchpune.org           
MAG_ Feb’16 

ARTICLES FOR THE MONTH   
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