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GOD’S PROMISE FOR THIS MONTH 
 

“BEHOLD, I WILL DO A NEW THING; NOW IT SHALL SPRING FORTH; SHALL YE NOT KNOW IT? I WILL EVEN MAKE A WAY IN 

THE WILDERNESS, AND RIVERS IN THE DESERT.” 
            ISAIAH 43:19. 

MESSAGE FOR THE MONTH   
                                                                                                  Dn.S.Augustin M.A, B.D. 

 

Beloved in Christ, 

Loving greetings in the precious name of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. This month God’s 

promise for us from the Prophetical book of Isaiah 

43:19.  

Isaiah is proclaiming the wonder that God is 

always creating new possibilities, taking the old and 

reshaping it for a new day, taking your troubles and 

mine and making of them new chances for hope and 

health and beauty and goodness. Isaiah is one of the 

Old Testament prophets, speaking several hundred 

years before Jesus was born as a man. He prophesied 

many things including that God was going to send 

Israel into captivity in Babylonia because they had 

fallen away from honoring God. He prophesied the 

Messiah coming, and so many other things.  And here 

he is saying to Israel, something new is coming! 

At Christmas and Easter time we celebrate 

because we remember that God did something 

extraordinary. We do not need to wait for special 

occasions to celebrate. God is ALWAYS doing 

something. Ask God for sweeping positive changes in 

our life, family and local church this season. 

Sometimes we feel like we have nothing to give, 

nothing to offer, nothing of value. God can still do 

amazing things even when we have nothing. This 

sermon is about something. Even when we have 

nothing, God can still do something. God can work in 

us and with us and through us. God is always doing 

something. God is always doing something, even in 

the most difficult circumstances. Let's look at some 

examples: 

In the Old Testament there is a story of a man 

called Jacob (Genesis 27 to 49). Jacob had 12 sons; he 

was particularly fond of one son - Joseph. The other 

sons were jealous so they sold Joseph to some slave-

traders and told their father he was dead. Jacob was 

heart-broken. Joseph was not dead; he was working 

as a slave in Egypt. Then he ended up in jail. Despite 

his circumstances, he never lost his faith in God. 

Then, with God's help, Joseph was able to interpret a 

dream for the Pharaoh, the King of Egypt. Pharaoh 

made Joseph the second most powerful man in the 

whole kingdom. Even while Joseph was in prison, God 

was doing something. Meanwhile, poor Jacob was not 

only heartbroken, he was also hungry. There was a 

terrible famine in the land. In desperation, he sent his 

remaining sons to Egypt to buy food.  Eventually, he 

not only found the food he needed to feed his family, 

he was also reunited with his long lost son. Imagine 

his joy! Even during a time of heartbreak, God was 

still doing something. 

When the children of Israel were escaping 

from slavery in Egypt, they were trapped between the 

armies of Pharaoh and the Red Sea. There was no 

way out! Then God parted the waters of the sea and 

they were able to cross safely! Even in a situation 

with no escape, God was still able to do something! 

The book of Esther tells the story of a Jewish 

girl who became queen of Persia. The King had 

allowed an edict to pass that all Jews would be put to 

death! The entire race was facing extermination and 

annihilation. Esther was able to persuade the King to 

let her people live.  Even in the face of extinction, God 

was still doing something! 

The Lord has promised to do a new thing. The 

new thing God is about to do in your life shall not be 

delayed. He will make rivers in your desert. The Lord 

is starting a new thing in your life, family, business, 

and ministry. Are you prepared for it? 

                                              May God bless you all.
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STORY FOR THE MONTH  

Eric Liddell (1902-1945) Missionary to China  
எ�ைன கன�ப�	
கிறவைன நா�� கன�ப�	
ேவ�. 1 சா� 2:30 

  

Flying Scot Refuses To Run On Sunday 

Most of us only think about Eric Liddell as 
‘the man who wouldn’t run on Sunday’, 
about whom about the Oscar winning movie 
‘Chariots of Fire’ was made. He was known 
as the ‘Flying Scotsman’ and was the first of 
his country to win Gold during the 1924 
Paris Olympics. Committed Christian Eric 
Liddell refused to race on Sunday and was 
forced to withdraw from the 100 meters, his 
best event. Instead, Liddell raced in the 400 
meters and little was expected of him. As            
Liddell went to the starting blocks for the 
race, an American slipped a piece of paper 
in his hand with a quotation from 1 Samuel 
2:30, "Those who honour me I will 
honour."  Liddell ran with that piece of 
paper in his hand and not only won the race 
but broke the existing world record with a 
time of 47.6 seconds. 

Liddell achieved a greater prize than Olympic Gold 
later on in his life. After the Olympics, Liddell returned to 
China to work as a missionary. His family, originally from 
Scotland, worked in China during the time of the Boxer 
Rebellion. Liddell worked as a teacher at a school for Chinese 
boys at which he taught chemistry and organized sports. He 
married in 1934 and in 1936 China prepared for war as 
Communist and Nationalist tensions increased. Liddell was 
asked by the London Missionary Society to give up his work 
in Tientsin, and work as a village evangelist in Siao Chang. 
This was a dangerous area. Liddell could not take his wife and 
two daughters with him and he was forced to leave them 
behind when he went to work there. He was able to visit on 
occasion, but it was a long journey. Visits were not frequent. 

EVANGELIST 

The villages Liddell worked in suffered many 
hardships as a result of the warring between Communists and 
Nationalists. On one day, the Communists would pillage and 
destroy a village and then leave. Later, on another day, the 
Nationalists would come and do the same thing. His job in the 
area was evangelism and to encourage the Christians already 
there. The work was dangerous. Travelling in the countryside 
with Communist and Nationalist forces equally hostile to 
missionary work put Liddell in harm’s way on a regular basis. 

The Japanese invaded China and in 1940 Liddell told 
his wife to take their children to Canada where she could live 
with her parents. He stayed behind in Tientsin to continue his 
work. Liddell was sent by the Japanese to an Internment Camp 
where 1800 other internees were confined. He was not 
dissuaded by his circumstances. He worked tirelessly in the 
camp, doing just about anything that needed to be done, 
whether it was bible study, teaching children who were trying 
to keep up their studies, or organizing sports. In a prisoner 
exchange bargain, his freedom was arranged by Winston 
Churchill, but he gave it up and let a pregnant woman leave 
instead. 

I HAVE FINISHED THE RACE 

In 1944, Liddell was not well. The doctors did not 
have the resources to diagnose the real nature of the problem. 
On February 21, 1945, he began coughing uncontrollably, and 
as friends came to his aid, he lay back and uttered the words 
“It is surrender”.  An autopsy later revealed that Liddell had a 
large tumors on the left side of his brain. He died never having 
seen his third child, Maureen Liddell. This man was truly 
committed to the cause of Christ. He had the opportunity to 
leave China but he chose to stay. He poured his life into the 
work of reaching the lost in China. He worked for a prize far 
greater than gold, even Olympic gold. 
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BIRTH OF A SONG 
சா�ல� எலியா� - Charlotte Elliot 1789-1871 
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                                                If 

a believer 

footballer can 

pray for each 

other on the 

field, we can do 

the same. 
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God, the Provider of Food (Isaiah 55:1) – 3rd Aug’14 
Lover of Children (Matthew 18:10) – 10th Aug’14 

Dedication to Service (Luke 10:37) – 17th Aug’14 
Unifying Christ (Galatians 3:28) – 24th Aug’14 

Impact of Many Contacts (1Corinthians 15:33) – 31st Aug’14 
 

  
 

ARTICLES FOR THE MONTH 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 BIBLE QUIZ FOR THE MONTH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


